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ELEVEN PARAGRAPHS ABOUT CHINA
AND SEVEN ABOUT INDIA
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of the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

Give a man a fish, and you feed him for a
day; teach a man to fish, and you feed

him for a lifetime.
Chinese proverb

Truth alone prevails.
Indian proverb

1 Located in the Far East and with almost one and a half billion people living inside its
enormous territory (9.6 million square kilometres; only Russia and Canada are bigger than it),
China occupies second place in the world ranking in terms of number of inhabitants (India,
also an enormous country, has a little bit more and takes the cake).
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Somewhere in southern China
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2 As the historian of art Jean Roger Riviére points out with full knowledge of the facts,
“Everything is different here: white is mourning; red, marriage; books begin where ours
end; there is no alphabet, and the word ‘God’ cannot be translated. In Asia, we had kinship
relations with India: the Indo-Europeans who colonized and dominated the Ganges plains
were closely related to those who arrived with a bang in Greece and Italy; the concerns of
Hindu thought have a familiar echo for us and often evoke Plato and the pre-Socratics.
Nothing is the same in China, so much so that the first missionaries hypothesized that they
came from another creation: Adam had nothing to do with those strange beings. It was
Leibniz’s other planet. Despite contacts with the Roman Empire, their existence seemed
like a fable, a legend to the Europeans of the late 15th century.” (Summa artis. Historia
general del arte. El arte de la China, 2* ed., Madri, Espasa-Calpe, 1975).
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A friendly Indian sculptor I met in Varanasi (India)

3 In the early 16™ century, the Portuguese conquered the Indian city of Goa, which became
an overseas territory of the Portuguese Empire “and part of what was then known as
Portuguese India, remaining under Portuguese rule for approximately 451 years until its
annexation by India in December 1961. The historic city of Margdo or Madgaon still
reflects the cultural legacy of colonisation. Goa is one of India’s most developed small
states and has the second-highest GDP per capita among all Indian states, more than twice
the national average GDP per capita.” (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goa).

Goa, in India
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4 This is Suzhou, a southern Chinese city founded in 514 BC, which grew considerably in
the times of the Eastern Han dynasty (25-220 AD). One millennium later, the Venetian
traveller Marco Polo visited it, at the service of Kublai Khan, and was impressed by its
beauty and prosperity, due to manufacturing, notably of silk.
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Suzhou, the “Venice of the East”

5 Marco Polo, right arm of Kublai Khan, described it as a “very great and noble city” and
went even to the point of nicknaming Suzhou the “Venice of the East” (cf. I/ Milione), due
to its canals and bridges and probably to homesick as well.
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Suzhou, the “Venice of the East”
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5 Belonging to the Turkic ethnic group of Uyghurs, this man lives in the city of Kashgar,
in Central Asian China, which happens to be among the oldest continuously inhabited
cities of the whole world.

-
A friendly Uyghur I met in Kashgar

6 Being one of the westernmost Chinese cities, near the border with Kyrgyzstan and
Tajikistan, Kashgar was visited by Marco Polo 1273-4, who recorded the presence of
numerous Nestorian Christians in that location, who had their own and numerous churches.
Nowadays, they practically disappeared, due to the dual persecution of Islam and

communism.
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7 For Asian patterns, the 337,000 km? of the Taklamakan Desert do not make of it a big
desert; nonetheless, the situation changes if we think in European terms, since that area is
almost that of Germany, which is Europe’s third largest country (France is number one,
Spain is number two).

Taklamakan Desert

8 Located almost completely in Central Asian China, Taklamakan is bounded by the
Kunlun Mountains (South), the Pamir Mountains (West) , the Tian Shan (North), and the
Gobi Desert (East).

Taklamakan Desert
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9 Located in the Aurangabad district of Maharashtra, one of India’s 28 states, the Ajanta
Caves represent the finest surviving examples of ancient Indian painting and sculpture.
According to some scholars, the caves were built in two different periods, the first being
the second century BC and the second occurring from 400 to 650 AD; in the view of others,
everything emerged during the brief period between 460 and 480 AD.
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The Ajanta Caves
10 Officially atheist, communism is often associated with religious repression. China is no
exception. And, since religion and ethnicity are usually tied up, the result tends to be

especially fierce persecution by the dominant ethnic group (in this case, the Han = 92% of

Chinese) against certain ethnic minorities (over fifty in total). In China, fear is part of
everyday life.

Somewhere in Central Asian China
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11 The Great Wall of China consists of many fortifications that started to be built in the 7%
century BC and were joined together in the Qin dynasty, which lasted only fourteen years
(from 221 BC to 207 BC). Their purpose was to protect China from the invasions
perpetrated by the nomadic and aggressive groups that inhabited the Eurasian Steppe, e.g.,
the Mongols.
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The Great alls of China, near Beijing

12 In 1942, just seven years before transforming China into a communist country, Mao
Zedong asserted that ‘There is no such thing as ‘art for art’s sake,’ art that stands above
classes, art that is detached from or independent of politics.’ (7Talks at the Yan’an Forum
on Literature and Art, May 1942). Besides killing tens of millions of people (most of them
Chinese), Maoist Communism is responsible for the destruction of countless works of art.

Buddhist art, victim of Communist iconoclasm
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13 Erected during the Ming dynasty (1368-1644), the Temple of the Sun “was used by the
imperial court for elaborating acts of worship involving fasting, prayers, dancing and animal
sacrifices, as part of a year-long cycle of ceremonies. (...) An important element was the colour
red, which was associated with the Sun, including red utensils for food and wine offerings, and
red clothes for the emperor to wear during the ceremonies. The temple is now part of a public
park.” (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sun_temple).
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The Temple of the Su, in Beijing

14 How many people did the Communist regime killed in this place in 1989? A few hundred
or several thousands, in the name of the “best of all possible worlds raved by Lenin, Stalin,

Mao, Pol Pot et alii?

The Tiananmen Square, Beijing
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15 Here we are in Sarnath, the city where Gautama Buddha gave his first teaching. Imported
from India during the Han Dynasty (206 BC-220 AD), Buddhism has shifted between times of
persecution and strict control by the Chinese Communist Party (CCP), the same going for
Christianism, for instance. 2,100 kilometres separates the ultra-religious Hindu world from the
nearest border with the ultra-atheistic nowadays China.
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The giant Buddha of Sarnath,aost 25 etfs tall
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16 This is the Church of Our Lady of Grace (in Portuguese, Nossa Senhora da Graga), built in
Portuguese Baroque style between 1541 and the beginning of the 17™ century. As for
neighbouring China, “Christianity has been present since the early medieval period and became
a significant presence in the country during the early modern era. The Church of the East
appeared in China in the 7" century, during the Tang dynasty. Catholicism was one of the
religions patronized by the emperors of the Mongol-led Yuan dynasty, but it did not take root
in China until its reintroduction by the Jesuits during the 16th century”
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity in_China), following the steps of St Francis Xavier
(1506-1552), co-founder of the Society of Jesus and Apostle of Asia, who brought Catholicism
to India and died during his attempt of evangelizing China as well.

Church of Our Lady of Grace, in the Goa (ex Portuguese Indla)
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17 This is the Basilica of Bom Jesus, “which is located in Goa is one of a kind in India. It is
known for its exemplary baroque architecture. The Basilica was built in the year 1594 and was
consecrated in the year 1605. The church is located in Old Goa in Bainguinim which is about
10 km away from Panjim, the capital of the state of Goa. This is the oldest church in Goa and
it houses the remains of St. Francis Xavier, the patron saint of Goa who is popularly known as
‘Goencho Saib’. St Francis Xavier was a companion of St. Ignatius of Loyola with whom he
founded the  Society of Jesus, popularly known as the  Jesuits.”
(https://stfrancisxavierofficial.com/bom-jesus-goa/bom-jesu-basilica.html).
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Basﬂlca of Bom Jesus in Goa '

THEAJHSSR Journal Page |128



ELEVEN PARAGRAPHS ABOUT CHINA AND SEVEN ABOUT INDIA

18 The year is 2016 and that is me, wearing an orange shirt, among friends in the southern
Indian State of Kerala, where I went to deliver some lectures on the social integration of

handicapped people.

St Paul’s College Kalamassery, in Cochin (Kerala)
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